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Turnings and Windings, makes the Distance from the Bar about 50
Leagues. The Country is low, and as fruitful as any Spot of Giound in the
World, in Rice, Legumen, Fruits and Roots, Cattle wild and tame. And
the River abounds in many Species of excellent Fish, which plentifully
indulge the Inhabitants, and make them indolent and lazy, and conse-
quently proud, superstitious and wanton.

The City is reckoned ten Miles round the Walls, and many Canals, from
the River, pierce thro' the City from all Quarters. The Walls of the City
are high and thick, built of Stone and Brick; but the Houses of the Natives,
tho' large, are low, built on Stakes driven into the Ground, about 10 or
12 Foot high; but the Mahometans., Chinese and Chnstians raise the Grounds
they build on high enough to be secure from the yearly Inundations. The
Natives Houses are raised on those Stakes on the same Account, and as
their Walls are built of Bambow and Reeds, their Roofs are built of the
same Materials, and are all thatcht, except what are built on Ten a
firma, and they are generally tiled. There are many arch'd Bridges in
the City, built of Brick or Stone, and some of Wood. The Floors of
the Natives Houses are made of split Bambow or Reeds made fast
together, so that one cannot move on them without both Noise, and
shaking them.

The three Palaces of their Kings, and some Temples, are the only
magnificent Edifices in the City; and some Steeples belonging to the
Temples are gilded with Gold on the Outside, and in a Sun-shine they
reflect the Rays so strongly, that, at two or three Miles Distance, they
disturb the Eye, when lookt upon.

They have many large Temples well decorated after their Way, and
well stockt with gilded Images of Gods and Goddesses, of the Priests
Contrivance and Canonizing, and they never want Devotees to adore
them, who pay their deceitful Imposers very well for deceiving them;
but they are not the only People that are so cunningly deluded, for the
fatal Custom has spread universally in all the Corners of the World.

The great God, who created the Universe, they have no Image of, nor
can they make any of him, because he never shewed himself in any bodily
Shape, and therefore they can form no Idea of his Shape, Dimensions or
Beauty; but Tipedah, the great God's Partner has often shewed himself,
and him they worship in his Image with the highest Adoration. Prow
Prumb and Sommo Cuddem his Friends they adore with the second Degree
in Worship; and Prapout and Samsay have the third Sort of Veneration
paid to their Images

They have many little Deities inferior to those above mentioned, whom